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28th February 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

Unfortunately, there has been an outbreak of headlice across the academy. We would be grateful if you could check your child's hair for infestation over the weekend and treat, if necessary. Anyone can easily catch and transfer headlice, so if all pupils can be checked and treated, we hope the problem will be resolved quickly. Thank you.

TREATMENT
You should shampoo the hair in the normal way, then apply lots of conditioner while the hair is very wet, comb through the hair from the roots with a special comb or a very fine toothed comb.  Make sure the teeth of the comb slot into the hair at the roots with every stroke, and do this over a pale surface such as a paper towel.  Clear the comb of lice between each stroke.  Wet lice find it difficult to escape from wet slippery hair and removal with the comb is easy. 

If you find lice, then repeat this routine every day for 2 weeks so that any lice emerging from the eggs are removed before they can spread. Treatment by the above method and the use of a lotion is currently being recommended if LIVE lice are found.  A Malathion lotion is the initial recommendation – manufacturer’s instructions should be adhered to and repeated 7 days later if LIVE lice are still present.

If this treatment is found to be ineffective referral to the School Nurse for support is recommended.

Ongoing checks every 3-4 days as a precaution
Even if you do not find any lice or eggs it is ADVISABLE TO CHECK your child's hair using the above wet-combing method at least every 3-4 days as a precaution.
May I suggest that children with long hair fasten it back securely as this can help prevent the spread of headlice.

The co-operation of all parents would be greatly appreciated in helping to keep this outbreak under control.

Yours sincerely,
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Tania Findlay MBE
Head of Academy
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